In This Life the Amusement
Park Will Always be Amusing

Romans 7:14-25



Christians Must Still Deal with Sinfulness

Slo the trouble is not with the law, for it is spiritual and good. The trouble is with me, for | am all too human, a
slave to sin.

| don’t really understand myself, for | want to do what is right, but | don’t do it. Instead, | do what | hate.

But if | know that what | am doing is wrong, this shows that | agree that the law is good.

So | am not the one doing wronag; it is sin living in me that does it.

And | know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.[fn] | want to do what is right, but | can’t.
| want to do what is good, but | don’t. | don’t want to do what is wrong, but | do it anyway.

But if | do what | don’t want to do, | am not really the one doing wrong; it is sin living in me that does it.

| have discovered this principle of life—that when | want to do what is right, | inevitably do what is wrong.

I love God’s law with all my heart.

But there is another power within me that is at war with my mind. This power makes me a slave to the sin that
is still within me.

Oh, what a miserable person | am! Who will free me from this life that is dominated by sin and death?
Romans 7:14-24 NLT



Temptations will Come

Keep watch and pray, so that you will not give in to temptation. For the
spirit is willing, but the body is weak!”

Matthew 26:41 NLT

Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around
like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour.

1 Peter 5:8



We Don’t Have to Live According to the Old
Nature

Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins.
You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the
devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the
spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God.

All of us used to live that way, following the passionate desires and
inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to
God’s anger, just like everyone else.

Ephesians 2:1-3 NLT



We Will Still Sin

My dear children, | am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate who pleads our case before the
Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who is truly righteous.

1 John 1:21 NLT



Our Sinful Nature is not Us

But if | do what | don’t want to do, | am not really the one doing wrong;
it is sin living in me that does it.

Romans 7:20 NLT

So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At
one time we thought of Christ merely from a human point of view. How
differently we know him now! This means that anyone who belongs to
Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has
begun!

2 Corinthians 5:16-17 NLT



God’s Leading Can be Our Guide

So | say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what
your sinful nature craves. The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the
opposite of what the Spirit wants. And the Spirit gives us desires that are the
opﬁosite of what the sinful nature desires. These two forces are constantly
fighting each other, so Y)ou are not free to carry out your good intentions. But
when you are directed by the Spirit, you are not under obligation to the law
of Moses. When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are
very clear: sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, idolatry, sorcery,
hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition,
dissension, division, envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like
these. Let me tell you again, as | have before, that anyone living that sort of
life will not inherit the Kingdom of God.

But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
There is no law against these things!

Galatians 5:16-24



Don’t be Surprised When you Blow [t

| don’t really understand myself, for | want to do what is right, but |
don’t do it. Instead, | do what | hate.

Romans 7:15 NLT



The Pleasure of Sin Isn’t Worth the Losses

(Moses) chose to share the oppression of God’s people instead of
enjoying the fleeting pleasures of sin.

Hebrews 11:25 NLT



We Are Still Battling but God Has Won the
War

Oh, what a miserable person | am! Who will free me from this life that
is dominated by sin and death? Thank God! The answer is in Jesus
Christ our Lord. So you see how it is: In my mind | really want to obey
God’s law, but because of my sinful nature | am a slave to sin.

Romans 7:24-25



There Will Be a Day

...in the blink of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For when the
trumpet sounds, those who have died will be raised to live forever. And
we who are living will also be transformed. For our dying bodies must
be transformed into bodies that will never die; our mortal bodies must
be transformed into immortal bodies.

1 Corinthians 15:52-53 NLT



